Organic Rules Database: to support revision of the EU Regulation on organic agriculture
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Abstract - Within the FP6 project, ORGANIC REVISION a public web-based database was implemented to support the revision of the EU Regulation on organic agriculture. The database describes differences between the major European organic production standards plus other relevant international organic standards (e.g. Codex Alimentarius and IFOAM Basic Standards) in relation to the EEC Reg. 2092/91 (“the EU Regulation”) and gives information on areas not yet covered by the EEC Reg. 2092/91. The database at: http://www.organicrules.org, is still under development.

Introduction

The purpose of the Organic Rules database is to:

A. Create an overview of differences between the EU regulation as well as public and private international and national organic standards.

B. Contribute to the development of the EU regulation.

C. Form a basis for communication and discussion with stakeholders.

The communication and discussion with stakeholders concerns questions on the relationship between the EU regulation and organic values and principles as well as harmonisation, simplification and regionalisation in the EU Regulation.

Target audience
The potential users of the database may be:

· Administrators: for equivalence questions, to learn how issues are understood (interpretation) and implemented/enforced. Which problems arise? Which subject areas may benefit from increased harmonisation or regionalisation?

· Certifiers and inspection bodies/authorities: for equivalence questions; to find inspiration for the development of their own standards; to support traders in exporting or importing issues; to learn about the additional requirements of market relevant standards.

· Traders: for equivalence questions; to learn about the additional requirements of market relevant standards.

· Advisors, researchers, standards setting institutions: to have a common information source; to learn about how special areas are regulated in different standards and in different countries and regions; to learn what the reasons for the differences are and to get other basic information necessary for research or standards setting.
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1 Danish Research Centre for Organic Farming (DARCOF)

2 Forschungsinstitut für Biologischen Landbau (FiBL)

Contact: otto.schmid@fibl.org
Methods

The database was developed based on experiences from the Organic Eprints database. Organic Rules is running on Linux and other open source software. It is based on GNU EPrints archive-creating software.

Different information including attached docu-ments (Eprints types) can be uploaded to the database (Figure 1):

· Complete regulations. A whole set of governmental regulations, private standards or implementation rules. Including a link to the most recently updated version. 

· Differences between other regulations-/standards and EEC No 2092/91. A description of differences in standards, interpretation or implementation rules between other regulations-/standards and the EEC Regulation No 2092/91. 

· Recommendations or comments. Re-commendation or comments for improvements of EEC No 2092/91.

Partners from the Organic Revision project upload the national and private complete standards as well as the descriptions and justifications of differences between these other standards and the EU regulation. FiBL is responsible for the quality and consistency of the information in the database. 

Users of the database can find information via full text search and via several browse trees (Figure 2). The Organic Rules database will be demonstrated at the Joint Organic Congress.

Results

Currently, approximately 30 national and private standards, as well as 600 differences between these standards and the existing regulation are in the database. Via the development of the database, the following weaknesses in the structure of the existing EU regulation have been identified.

 It is difficult to navigate in the EU Regulation, because information on one subject may be found in several articles and annexes. There are some inconsistencies regarding subject areas covered and not covered. The degree of details varies strongly. Therefore, the Organic Revision project proposed an improved and adapted structure, which has a more logical structure and a more clear differentiation between the different decision levels as well as the different subject areas. The new structure also allows the inclusion of new subject areas, which at present are not covered by the EU Regulation.
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Figure 1. Structure of the Organic Rules database and web system. The database holds national and private standards. Partners from the Organic Revision project upload national and private standards via web interfaces, as well as differences between other standards and the existing EU regulation on organic farming. All stakeholders are encourraged to upload comments and suggestions for improvement of the regulation, using the same system at: www.organicrules.org.
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« EC Council Regulation No. 2092/91 (338)
© Preamble and principles (9)
Scope - Art.13 (1)
Definitions - Art.4 (3)

f production and preparation - Art6 (20)
ments for inclusion of substances in Annex Il - Art.7
n and certification system - Art8.9 2)
n schemes and general enforcement measures - Art.10 2)
Import from third countries - Art.11
Free movement and administrative provisions - Art.12-16
Annex 1. Principles of organic production and processing (463)
= APlant and plant products (164)
General principles - NEW (21)
Conversion - Annex | A1 (28)
Seeds and seedlings - see Art. 6a (9)
Fertlizing - Annex | A2 (60)
Plant pests and diseases, and weeds control - Annex | A3 (16)
Collection of wild plants - Annex | Ad (9)
Production of mushrooms - Annex | A5 (6)
Special plant production standards - NEW (28)
= B.Livestock and livestock products - Annex | B (222)
= General principles - Annex | B1 (11)

= Conversion - Annex | B2 (31}
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EEC No. 2092/91: (sorted according to original subsections): Find information about
differences to other standards and comments on improvements of the existing regulation:
Seeds and seedlings - see Art. 6a

« EC Council Regulation No. 2092/91 (538)
© Annex I. Principles of organic production and processing (463)
= APlant and plant products (164)
= Seeds and seedlings - see Art. 6a (3)

Nurnber of records: 9.
Huber, Beate Demeter International 2005: Restriction of breeding technigues. Difierence.
Huber, Beate DE Bioland 2005 Origin of plant propagation material. Difierence.

Huber, Beate US NOP 2002: Seeds and seedlings. Difierence.

Huber, Beate DE Bioland 2005: Choice of varieties. Difference.

Huber, Beate DE Bioland 2005: Origin of seedlings. Difierence.

Schrmid, Otto and Ziegler, Katia CH DEMETER standards 2005 Seed. Difference

Schrmid, Otto and Ziegler, Katia CH DEMETER standards: Seedlings. Diference.

Schrmid, Otto and Ziegler, Katia CH regulation/ordinance 2005: Seed. Difierence.
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Figure 2. Example of database views of “Differences” between other standards and the EU regulation. Left: all differences related to a certain paragraph in one table including title, description of rule, description of the difference and justification of the difference. Right: via browse trees, the same differences can be found, including attached documents regarding the difference of concern.
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DE Bioland 2005: Origin of plant propagation material

Huber, Beate DE Bioland 2005: Origin of plart propagation material Difference
Summary

Orgaric plant propagation material must be used if available. For perennial crops vegetative propagation material from
BIOLAND certified origin must be preferred. In case of unavailability and with the approval of BIOLAND, plant propagation
material of conventional origin can be used. Conventional seedlings for perennials must pass the conversion period in &
separated place before being sold with reference to BIOLAND. After august 2006 only organic plant propagation material
shall be used. (Bioland production standards, 3.6.2 Organically Produced Seeds and Plant Materials; Bioland production
standards, 3.6.5 Young Plants for Perennial Crops; Bioland production standards, 5.8.4 Seedlings)

Difference

The Bioland standard is similar but slightly more demanding in the requirement to use Bioland material with preference and
in expressing the intention not to use conventional material after 2006, Accarding to the EEC reg. conventional seeds can
be used after approval if no variety of the requested quality is available in a country, according to the national data base. The
handling of BIOLAND certfied material s not regulated

Justification

To ensure organic quality throughout the whole production chain and in order to stimulate the development of the organic
seed production sector. The date is derived from the date of revision of the EU seeds regulation. A complete profibition of
conventional seeds ater 2005 however is unikely

EU Regulation
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© Annex Il Permitted substances for the production of organic foods
= Substances for plants and plant production - Aninex 2

Go hack to overview

Diference

AT Bio Austria General
Standard 2008: fimited
use of copper

AT Bio Austria General
Standard 2008: fimited
use of copper

CH BIO SUISSE
standard 2005: Copper
use

CH BIO SUISSE
Standard 2005° Plant
protection products -
Metaldehyde

CH BIO SUISSE
Standards 2005
Noxious weed control

The annual amount of copper for plant protection is
strongly restricted: Per year are allowed 2 ky/ha, for
fits 25 kgfha, for vineyards 3 ky/ha and for hope 4
ktha

The annual amount of copper for plant protection is
more restricted then in annex Il B of EEC-regulation
2092591, Per year are allowed 2 kgfha, to fiuts 2,5

kgfha, to vineyard 3 ky/ha and to hope 4 kgfha. (BA-

Rules chapter 2.1.5,2.33,4.1.7, 43,8, 4.4.3, 4.4.7)

Copper preparations are admitted for fungal disease

control. Arable crops can not be treated with copper,

except for potatoes, vegetables and hop. The anrual
amount of copper applied is clearly restricted for
indidual crops to max. 4 ky/ha metalic copper (for
pormme fuits 1.5 kgfha and berries 2 kg/ha).

Metaldehyde is not listed in the positive list of BIO
SUISSE

Noxious weed can be controlled mechnically or by crop

#

rotation; any other measures are prohibited

= Pesticides/Substances for plant pest and disease control - Annex Il A

The Bio Austria General Standard is stricter than the EEC regulation 2092/81
as there is a restriction in the amount of allowed copper per ha in felation to
diflrent crops (2-4 kgfha). EEC regulation 2092/91 allows B kg copper from the
end of 2008. No restrictions are made in terms of different crops.

The Bio Austria General Standard is stricter than the EEC regulation 2092/81
as there is a restriction in the amount of allowed copper per ha in felation to
diflrent crops (2-4 kgfha). EEC regulation 2092/91 allows B kg copper from the
end of 2008. No restrictions are made in terms of different crops.

Copper application is restricted to lower quantities and in terms of crops
(application rate between 1.5-4 kg pure metallic copper, arable crops excluded
except potateoes). EC admits Bkg of copper il the end of 2006 and max. & kg
of copper till the end of 2006 no restrictions are made in terms of crops being
treated with copper preparations.

Metaldehyde is listed on the positive lst in the annex Il A (Pesticides, Il
Substances to be used in traps andor dispensers)

Even plant extracts or fungi with herbicide effect are not admitted by BIO
SUISSE standard, whereas EC regulation lists the latter in the positive lst of
ANNEX I B, as Microorganisms approved for pest cotrol” such are: Bacillus
thuringensis, Granulosis virus, etc. No restrictions concerning the target
organism are listed, therefore these organisms are applicable for the control of
noxoius weeds

Copper is being accumulated in
the soil. A negative effect to the
organisms in the soilis
discussed. To reduce negative
effects to the sail and the
organisms in the soil the yearly
amount of application is
restricted

Copper is being accumulated in
the soil. A negative effect to the
organisms in the soilis
discussed. To reduce negative
effects to the sail and the
organisms in the soil the yearly
amount of application is
restricted

Copper is being accumulated in
the soil in order to promote
sound soil ettility, any
accumulation of heavy metals
should be avoided

The use of metaldehyde, which is
a chemically-synthesised product
is seen as a contradiction to the
principle of rganic farming not
using synthetic pesticides in
plant protection.

Generally a problem with noxious
weeds indicates inappropriate
crop rotation o lack in soi
management: Therefore the
problem should be addressed
with improved rotation and soil
managernent and not with
hericides of any kind. Currently
the issue of a possible use of
certain weed control agents, not
allowed until now, is going to be
disruisser within FIO SUISSF
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